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Unique and Valuable Treasures & Appreciate the Beauty of Time-honored and Contemporary Artworks
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“In Pursuit of the Past” — Archaic Bronzes, Jade, Song, Yuan Ceramics and Lacquered Wares
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Ritual objects, represented by bronze and jade, have always been put at the top of the pyramid of
Chinese art appreciation. Bronze bell, caldron, wine pot and wine vessel are considered by both the
collectors and scholars as the most valuable bridge leading to the Shang and Zhou civilizations. In an
effort to reproduce the magnificence of Chinese civilization, this Poly Autumn Auction “In Pursuit of the
Past” — Archaic Bronzes, Jade, Song, Yuan Ceramics and Lacquered Wares, more than 100 treasures will
be introduced, including bronze ritual objects in Shang and Zhou Dynasties, jade in Shang and Zhou
Dynasties, and the Warring States Period and the Han Dynasty, ceramics in Song and Yuan Dynasties and
lacquer in Song and Yuan Dynasties, . The total value is estimated to be over HKDXX /USDXX.
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In particular, one remarkable work is An Extremely Rare Finely Cast Wine Vessel in the Shape of a
Phoenix, Zun made in the late Western Zhou Dynasty. The phoenix is mysterious, unique, and simple in
style with a dragon head, webbed feet of a duck, deer horns and phoenix feathers, making it a vivid
example of Shang and Zhou bronze ware, as various images were often cast on the wine vessels. The
piece of work is also decorated with gorgeous and exquisite patterns, showing the nobility of its owner.
The period from the Northern Song to Yuan Dynasties was a time when Chinese lacquer techniques
were in full bloom. The single-colour lacquers were in vogue for a time. Quite a number of excellent
techniques, including gold and silver foiling, shell inlaid, carving, and embossing, were largely employed
in various kinds of lacquers. The patterns were also designed with the particularity of the time, reflecting
that the artists of Northern Song Dynasty were in constant pursuit of the beauty of reason, peace and
delicacy. The Large Magnificent and Rare Cinnabar Lacquer and Qianjin with Incised 'Phoenix and Lotus'



Design Box made in the Southern Song Dynasty is a masterpiece among the gold-foiling lacquers in the
Northern and Southern Song Dynasties. It is well preserved and extremely rare. The book box appears
simple and graceful; the entire object cinnabar-lacquered; the surface of the four surrounding sides
gold-foiled with phoenix, branches and lotus patterns, which look really exquisite and marvellous. It was
originally made for the imperial court of the Southern Song Dynasty, then it was secretly kept for over
800 years by a major temple in Kyoto, Japan. It is a real rarity which returned to China only recently. A
similar book box kept by the Japanese Seikado Bunko was designated as an important cultural treasure
by Japan.
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As for the ceramics in Song and Yuan Dynasties, the first to be introduced is An Extremely Rare Jun Ware
Three-legged Washer with Drumnail Design in Moon-white Glaze made in the Song Dynasty. It deserves
to be called a classic model among the Song imitations of ancient artworks. The moon white enamel of
this piece of work makes it look subdued and peaceful. It was made exclusively for the imperial court
and survived round after round of selection and the acid test of time. The inheritance was also orderly.
As an old collection of the Japanese Gotoh Museum, it was displayed in the “Chinese Art Show Series
No. 4: Song and Yuan” exhibition held in Osaka Art Museum in 1978. All of its similarly valuable
counterparts are being kept by major international museums and private collectors. Outside the
imperial court, we also have another work reflecting the fashion of the time: An Exquisite and Rare Pair
of Cizhou Incised Vases with Characters Design, Meiping made in Cizhou kiln in Song Dynasty. There is
also A Very Rare and Finely Painted Under-glazed Copper-red 'Florals and Birds' Vase, Yuhuchun made in
Yuan Dynasty. It is very graceful in shape; the under-glaze makes it look subdued and simple; and the
flowers and birds patterns in the four frames are vivid. It is also extremely rare and can be rated as a
good example of the freshness of the ceramic arts in the Yuan Dynasty.
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Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art
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The Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art Sale will inherit the tradition of the 2012 Autumn and 2013
Spring Auctions. For collectors, we have selected porcelain and jade made in Ming and Qing Dynasties as
well as other graceful and classical objects for spiritual cultivation and exquisite entertainment. We
present a total of more than 200 fine collections, with an estimated value of over HKDXX /USDXX.
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The highlight of this auction is A Pair of Doucai ‘Floral Medallion” Cups made by the imperial kiln during
the Emperor Yongzheng regime in the Qing Dynasty. The pair of cups is a brilliant imitation of the
Chenghua style in the Ming Dynasty, with a picturesque layout of emblazonry, clear and smooth outlines
with perfect coloring. Overall, this pair of cups looks neat, exquisite, and elegant.
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As for the jade objects, the first to be introduced is An Archaistic White Jade Tripod Censer with Dragon
Handles and Loose Rings and Topped by the Auspicious Shape of Three Goats made in mid-Qing Dynasty
and A Rare White Jade Carving in the Design of Zhang Qian Seated in Raft made during the Kangxi to
Qianlong regime in the Qing Dynasty. The White Jade Tripod Censer was carved with high quality jade
and employed the shape of a bronze, so the design appears simple, antique and elegant and the
carvings are exquisite. The Rare White Jade Carving in the Design of Zhang Qian Seated in Raft was the
on the cover page of the S.Marchant&Son’s Chinese Jades from Han to Qing Dynasties. The piece of
artwork vividly presents the scene of Zhang Qian of the Han Dynasty searching for the source of the
Heavenly River. Both of the pieces are classic representations of the antiquity style imitated in the Qing
art. In addition, the Buddhist artwork — the all-over gilded copper Buddha on coronet made in the Yuan
Dynasty is gilt all over and with solemn appearance, indeed a fine work among the gold bronze
sculptures in the Yuan Dynasty. The Important Large Early Rare Gilt-bronze Standing Figure of Buddha
made in the Northern Dynasties is more a rare piece. With a height of 28 cm, it looks quite large. The
character of the sculpture exudes solemnity and peace, and it is a refined work showing the Buddha
scripture making art during the Southern and Northern Dynasties.
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During the Ming and Qing Dynasties, the elegant and carefree lifestyle, featuring burning incense,
playing musical instruments, and cultivating flowers and bamboos, had already been spread from the
scholars to the ordinary people. At that time, internal cultivation, enjoying the life and seeking longevity
were the pursuits of persons with refined tastes. In the Chinese Ceramics and Works of Art Sale, several
carved bamboos and bronze censers were all fine works at a desk with refined pleasure. The Rare Yixing
stonewares that call for attention include A Very Rare Yixing Stoneware in Seal Script Archaistic Three-
legged Teapot made by Gu Jingzhou and A Group of Extremely Unusual Yixing Stoneware in Imitation of
Nuts and Fruits with Chen Mingyuan Marks.
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Classical Chinese Paintings and Calligraphy Auction Will See Various Classic Masterpieces
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Classical Chinese paintings and calligraphy has been a strong category of Poly Auction Hong Kong over
the years. This Autumn sale will feature two sessions of Handscolls by Literati Artists and Red-and-Gold
Fans in Ming and Qing Dynasties that capture the essence of Chinese culture and history over five-
thousand years. 239 pieces of auction lots are forecast to value over HKDXX/USDXX.
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The Handscolls by Literati Artists contains about 60 finest works, which will give appreciators and
collectors a visual and spiritual feast. “Album of Flower Paintings” by Wang Wu is one of the remarkable
pieces, a flower and bird painter in the Qing Dynasty. This piece was inscribed by Jin Junming, once kept
by Chen Shizeng and Yamamoto Teijiré and included in the “Catalogue of the Painting and Calligraphy
from the Collection of Chenghuai Tang” (P.64 Vol.6, 1931). The brush lines were fresh and the painting
elegant and charming, making it a valuable piece of work among the surviving flower and bird volumes
of Wang Wu. In addition, there are also some works of art contributed by European collectors, such as
the “Mountains and Waters in Zhao Songxue Style” by Lan Ying, “Five-character-line Poem Written in
Cursive Script” by Guo Fen, and the anonymous “Rose and Hare”.
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The Red-and-Gold Fans in Ming and Qing Dynasties includes over 70 pieces of paintings and calligraphy
on fans by famous artists including Shen Zhou, Wen Zhiming, Tang Yin and Chou Ying (collectively known
as the Four Painters in the Ming Dynasty), Zhou Chen, Dong Qichang, Chen Chun, Bian Wenyu, Hui
Shouping, etc. The “The Shade of the Bamboo and Parasol Grooves” painted by Shen Zhou and inscribed
by Xiang Shengmo and the landscape painting “Quiet Life By Mountains and Rivers” by Chen Jiru were
once cherished by Lianquan in Xiaowanliutang. Poly Hong Kong has always been attentive to the
selection of auction lots, so that collectors will have an opportunity to keep the finest pieces of works.



